
Bridging Activity for September 2018 
  
A level History  

 

Why do I need to complete a bridging activity?  

 
The purpose of this activity is to aid your preparation for advanced level study and make the transition 
from GCSE study as smooth as possible. Some activities are written pieces of work, some are research-
based and some are practical. They should be completed to the best of your ability and they will give 
you the opportunity to start to showcase your talent for your chosen subjects. As these are compulsory 
activities, it is vital that you put in the time and effort to ensure they are completed to the highest 
standard.  
 

When should I hand this in?  

 
You should complete this activity for the start of your first lesson in September.  
 

How will I be given feedback?  

 
Research work will not be formally marked, but will be quality checked in class by your History 
tutor. The pre-course task will be applied to an initial assessment held at the end of induction. 
This assessment will be formally marked.  
 
Summary of the activity  
 
Welcome to the History Course at New College. Over the next two years you will be studying one of the 
most fascinating periods of history, a world that is very different from our own. In order to prepare for 
your study of the period, you are to undertake the following research which is designed to lead you 
towards an understanding of life in the sixteenth century and the way in which people perceived their 
world. We will be starting the course with our early modern topic looking at Tudor religion, society and 
rebellion between the years 1529-1570 and therefore the research tasks set are to help you enhance your 
understanding of the pre-reformation church. The task needs to be taken seriously. Along with your GCSE 
results it will be used to indicate your suitability to take the course. 
 
Bridging work… 
• Must be printed out, ideally in colour 
• Research and answers must be handwritten in the booklet with additional paper attached should you 

need it 
• Research must be thoroughly undertaken, with all hyperlinks (provided in blue, underlined and 

accessed through holding ctrl and clicking on the link) visited and used to enhance your understanding 
of the period.  If links ‘break’ be sure to manually try to locate them using Google. 

• This may take around 4 hours to complete  
• Should be enjoyed – after all you will be studying this course for two years! 
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Introduction to 16th Century England: 
Society, Politics and Religion  

 

The explosion of the Reformation and the International state of Christianity  

 

 

Before we embark on our study of 16th century English 
society it is important to note what was going on in Germany. 
In 1517 Martin Luther published his 95 theses which was a 
sustained criticism of the Catholic Church and the papacy. 
Although not the first time the Catholic Church had been 
criticised, it was these theses that launched what was to be 
known as the Reformation, and the eventual spread of 
Lutheranism (eventually known as Protestantism) across 
Europe.  

What aided the spread of Protestantism was the invention 
of the printing press. The technology of printing was first 
pioneered in Germany by Johannes Guttenburg. The first 
printing press was established in London during the 1490s by 
William Caxton. By the reign of Henry VIII printing presses 
were established in most major towns meaning that the 
radical religious literature could be disseminated 

methodically and quickly. 

By 1529 the Reformation had found its way to 
England when Henry VIII separated the 
Church of England from Rome. In many cases 
the English reformation was borne out of a 
political dispute rather than that of a 
theological one which may explain Henry’s 
conservative approach to its inculcation in 
England. 

 Our module will start in 1529 and chart the 
impact of this revolutionary time on the 
people of England. 

  

  



 

The Political and Social role of the Pre-Reformation Church 

Reading and Research Task: Find the definition for the following words highlighted in bold 
throughout the text and write them in the box provided.  

In many respects, the Church was society in the sixteenth century. Prior to the Reformation, 
it was the second largest landowner after the king in England. When the infamous Henry VIII 
ascended the throne in 1509 the English Roman Catholic Church split its allegiance equally 
between their King and Pope in Rome.  Although the Pope had no control over the day-to-day 
running of the Church in England, he had the spiritual authority to determine how the people 
worshipped and how Church doctrine was to be understood. In short the Church was a 
powerful organisation that was by and large present at every stage of people’s lives.  

The Church can be divided into two component parts; secular and regular. 

The Secular Church 

This part of the church consisted of Parish Priests who lived and worked in the communities 
they served. Thousands of parishes across the Kingdom staffed by some 35,000 priests and 
led by some 40 bishops who administered their particular parts of the Church within a defined 
administrative area called a diocese. At the centre of the diocese was the Cathedral which 
served as the chief administrative building of that diocese. It was here that clerks and clerics 
administered canon law, which ran alongside common law. In many senses the church was 
often seen as a state within a state. What do you think is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Church courts dealt with religious crimes such as adultery and heresy and crimes committed 
by churchmen. Although this was potentially an explosive situation, Crown and Church 
normally managed to exist side by side in relative harmony. Until his annulment, Henry VIII 
was a loyal member of the Church.  

Doctrine 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 

Canon Law 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 

Common Law 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 



Two aspects of the church’s legal independence, benefit of clergy and sanctuaries, have 
normally been described as typifying the duality of the Kingdom over which English Kings 
ruled. 

 

Catholic Doctrine 

Heaven, hell and purgatory 

In the 16th century, people believed that they were sinners: not only were they born with 
original sin, but during their lives every time they disobeyed God’s laws they would acquire 
more sin. Catholic believed that when a person died, if they had not lived a saintly life, they 
would be sent to purgatory where they would be judged before going to heaven. 

By the sixteenth century people believed that their time in purgatory could be reduced 
through earning indulgences, which might involve going on a pilgrimage or praying/touching 
the relics of a saint. Wealthier people would sometimes pay other people to go on pilgrimages 
for them. 

Reaching heaven was the central aspiration of individuals in the sixteenth century and time 
spent on earth was seen as preparation for eternal life. Participation in the rituals of the 
church, receiving the sacraments, doing good works and prayer would all affect the soul after 
death. 

Perhaps one of the most important activities in the 
Catholic Church was mass. During the mass, in the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, the priest blessed the bread 
and wine as Catholics believed Jesus had done at the Last 
Supper. Catholics believed that through the prayers the 
bread and wine became the body and blood of Christ. A 
process known as transubstantiation. 

 

The Seven Sacraments 

• Baptism – when children were cleansed of original sin 
• Confirmation – when young people became members of the church and could take 

mass 
• Marriage – when two people were joined together by the priest  
• Ordination – When a man became a priest  
• Confession – when a person told their sins to a priest and was made to do penance 

(a formal release from guilt)  
• Mass – when the priest carried out a re-enactment of the Last Supper of Christ 
• Last Rites – when the dying were anointed with holy oil before they died 



Priests and the People 

To ordinary folk, the higher political machinations of the Church mattered very little to their 
daily lives. At this stage England had few large towns and the majority of its citizens lived a 
rural existence, populating a vast network of small villages spread throughout the country. 
Within these sparse, rural communities he church and its priest lay at the heart of people’s 
lives. 

Eamon Duffy’s voices of Morebath 1520-1574 

Prominent historian Eamon Duffy’s Voices of Morebath is one of the most influential studies 
of social and religious life. Click here to access a nine-minute clip covering the work and the 
dramatic impact the Reformation had on this small village. Whilst watching, make brief notes 
on the following questions: 

What does this clip tell us about the importance of the parish priest in 16th century society? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heresy  

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 

Benefit of clergy 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 

Sanctuaries 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMWCxIkcZ3c
http://www.britannica.com/topic/benefit-of-clergy
http://www.britannica.com/topic/sanctuary-religion


Prior to the reformation, how had Morebath’s Priest instructed his parishioners to worship? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did Henry VIII attack the cult of saints? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did Edward VI speed up England’s Protestant reformation? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By the end of Edward’s reign, what evidence is there to suggest that the local Priest had 
‘surrendered’ to the reformation? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Problems: 

Despite its unquestionable power and wealth, the Church did have problems: 

• Many parish priests were poorly educated, some were illiterate and their poverty 
contrasted sharply with the wealth of the bishops. For example 75 per cent of parish 
priests earned less than £15 a year while two-thirds of bishops earned more than 
£500. 

• As a result many priests were reluctant pluralists; this was a clergyman who served 
more than one parish. This undoubtedly affected the quality of religious worship. It 
has been calculated that of the 10,000 parishes in England and Wales, a quarter were 
likely to be without a resident clergyman.  

• There were instances of neglect and criminal activity (such as bearing false witness 
and the forging of wills) by priests which served to blacken the reputation of the 
Church. 

 

The Regular Church 

Unlike the secular church, this part of the church consisted of monks, nuns and friars who 
lived and worked in monasteries, priories or nunneries usually in remote rural locations. Upon 
Henry’s accession in 1509 there were more than 800 religious houses in England and Wales, 
with some 10,000 monks and nuns comprising the regular church. Monasteries, friaries or 
nunneries fell into two broad categories: 

‘Closed houses’ demanded that its occupants (in theory) spent nearly all their time within the 
confines of the buildings and their surrounding land devoted  to attending private religious 
services within their own chapel. 

‘Open houses’ were the friaries, where its occupants were expected to work in the community 
at large, bringing spiritual comfort to the needy or to those who were denied the services of 
an effective parish priest.  

Research Task: There were a range of monasteries in Yorkshire. Below are information links 
to 3 of the most prominent. Pick one and make a series of case study notes (starting on the 
next page) on the monastery of your choice; focussing on its local History and its inevitable 
dissolution under Henry VIII. 

Byland Abbey 
Fountains Abbey  
Kirkstall Abbey  

 

THERE WILL BE A SPECIAL PRIZE IN SEPTEMBER FOR THE STUDENT WHO HAS VISITED THE 
MOST MONASTERIES THIS SUMMER AND PROVIDES A MONASTERY SELFIE TO PROVE IT!  

 

 

http://cistercians.shef.ac.uk/byland/
http://cistercians.shef.ac.uk/fountains/
http://cistercians.shef.ac.uk/kirkstall/


Monastery case-study: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



The Wealth of the Church 

The wealth of the ‘typical’ monasteries as a group was enormous. They possess most of the 
Church’s riches, normally estimated as including about one-third of the country’s landed 
property. For example, the 30 or so richest monasteries each received an income 
approximating to that of one of the country’s most powerful nobles. This money was derived 
from two key sources: 

• The Temporal element was overwhelmingly made up of rents from the agricultural 
land that the various monastic orders owned. 

• The spiritual mainly took the form of profits from the parish priesthoods that they 
held. Monasteries would often employ a vicar to do the parish (local) work while 
retaining the lion’s share of the value for its own use. 

A monastery had often acquired this wealth over several centuries, normally through dozens 
of bequests made in the wills of property owners in the hope that their generosity would 
secure them a place in heaven.  

The dissolution of these holy communities by Henry VIII during the 1530s is perhaps the most 
notorious episode of Tudor ecclesiastical policy. However during the 1920s, Cardinal Wolsey 
was responsible for dissolving 29 small religious houses because they were ‘decayed’. 

Research Task: Using the following biographical link, make brief research notes on the career 
of Cardinal Wolsey. 

 

v 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Wolsey 1471-1530 

Bio 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/wolsey_thomas.shtml


__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Stretch and challenge Thinking Point: What does Wolsey’s career reveal about the 
relationship between Church and the state? 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Monarchy and the Church 

Sermons by the secular clergy reminded the people of the divine nature of monarchical 
authority since English monarchs claimed to rule by the will of God. This belief in divine right, 
that, as a person apart the monarch was regarded as God’s instrument on earth, was an 
integral part of Church teachings. Priests would regularly remind their parishioners of the 
terrible torments that awaited those who dared rebel against the Crown. This essentially 
meant that any rebellion against the monarch was regarded as being the same as a rebellion 
against God. 

This why the charge of treason, to betray one’s monarch and country, was regarded as a 
serious crime. On the other hand, the monarch could not drastically increase taxes or make 
laws at will or set aside the rights of the citizens, or behave as a tyrant, especially as the church 
taught that it was lawful to kill a tyrant. In short, respect had to be a two-way street as the 
monarch was equally expected to respect the notion that all who lived within the kingdom 
were bound by the common good.  

Even Henry VIII recognised the need to give legal basis to his break from Rome by seeking the 
consent of his people, via parliament.  



How popular was the Pre-Reformation Church? 

Unlike in Germany, where the Reformation began under Martin Luther and where the Church 
appeared weak, corrupt and neglectful of its parishioners, the English Church was generally 
well-regarded. The English Church however was not free from corruption and abuses such as 
nepotism, non-residence and simony. 

 

Reforms and Criticisms of the Church 

Even before the Lutheran Reformation, there had been a steady rise in criticism of the 
Catholic Church. Below are a range of critical thinkers and movements who offered 
alternative solutions to how religion and society should conduct itself. Using the links 
provided, make brief research notes on how these views challenged the Church.  

Thomas Erastus and Erastianism 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nepotism 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 

Non-residence 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 

Simony  

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________
__________________________

 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

 

http://www.britannica.com/topic/Erastianism


John Wycliffe and the Lollards  

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Humanism and the new learning  

The dramatic cultural developments that were taking place on the continent in a movement 
that we call the Renaissance came late to England. Mainly it took a literary form known as 
humanism rather than an artistic from which was more typically found in Italy. Humanism 
was the return to the study of the original texts and to the teaching of the humanities as the 
basis of civilised life. Because the ability to read and write was confined to the upper levels of 
society, its followers were restricted to the educated class.  Briefly research the following 
humanist publications: 

Thomas More’s Utopia 1516: More argued that politics should be 
based on human nature and aimed exclusively at human happiness. Visit 
the following link and make some brief notes on some of More’s ideas 
focussing perhaps on marriage, communal living and education. 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

 

http://www.britannia.com/history/articles/lollardy.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/utopia/more1/moreutopia.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/utopia/more1/moreutopia.html


__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Final thinking point: How do you think the printing press revolution aided the spread of these 
alternative ideas?  

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

We look forward to meeting you in September! 

 


